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Rock Scene

Britpop spoken here

By Jonathan Perry
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

From its modest start in an Allston basement,
the Good North knew it wanted to pull off a neat
trick — one that also sounded like an oxymoron.

“We all had this concept of being an American
Britpop band — Oasis, the Stone Roses, and that
sort of thing,” recalls singer Luke O’'Neil, who de-
scribes his group as a “bunch of Anglophiles” who
has always been drawn to the self-made glamour of
UK outfits such as the Smiths and the Cure.

“There’s a sense of melodrama” among those
groups, he says, “but there’s also a sense of confi-
dence. . . . of style.”

O’Neil, a music editor at the Weekly Dig

hard-pressed to find them in “An Explanation.” The
album teems with densely ringing electric guitars,
grand melodic gestures, and a panoramic sweep of
space and sound that suggests a range of influences:
early U2 (“Visions of You”), midperiod Radiohead
(“The Center Cannot Hold™); and “Love”-era Cult
(“Television Life”). O’Neil’s impassioned vocals,
which echo the spirit of epic-minded singers like
Bono and Thom Yorke, and closer to home, the
Sheila Divine’s Aaron Perrino, enhance the anthe-
mic atmosphere of the disc.

Early on, O'Neil says, the Good North fell prey to
the pitfalls that can beset a fledgling band trying to
make a dramatic splash: “Someone once said Radio-

head was the worst thing to happen to

newspaper, had never been in a band be- [ young bands because now everyone has
fore musician friends overheard him sing- Middle East these ideals that are above what they can
ing a Radiohead song accompanying him- ~ 472-480Mass.  actually do when they start out. So we

self on acoustic guitar.

“They said, ‘Hey, you can sing.’ And I
said ‘I guess so,” ” remembers O’Neil. “We just start-
ed practicing in the basement of this house in All-
ston, one thing led to another, and it kind of took
off.”

Now, on the heels of an EP that came out last au-
tumn, the Good North are about to release “An Ex-
planation,” its first full-length album, for the indie
Cambridge label Primary Voltage (www.primary-
voltage.com). The band, which also includes guitar-
ists Johnny Healey and Mick Taggart; bass player
Dave Riley; and drummer Mike Morrissey, head-
lines a CD-release party tomorrow night at the Mid-
dle East Upstairs.

Listeners looking for the qualities O'Neil so cov-
ets — melodrama, confidence, style — won’t be

Ave., Cambridge.
617-497-0576

were trying to do that at first — be really
dark and experimental.”

Once the group saw how enthusiastically audi-
ences responded to the poppier songs in its reper-
toire, however, all that changed. “Now everything
we write is really upbeat,” says O’'Neil. “There’s
nothing better than seeing people move around.”

Unlike arty Radiohead-inspired outfits such as
Sigur Ros, which appears to have discarded any tra-
ditional pop framework in its quest for experimen-
tation, the Good North is opting to write actual rock
songs with hooks and choruses — for now, at least.
“I would love to be able to be that pretentious,”
ONeil says with a laugh. “But we’re not quite there
yet.”

Rock Scene next runs Feb. 27; e-mail Roughgems
@aol.com.

The Good North: singer Luke O’Neil, guitarists Johnny Healey and MicK Taggart, bass player

Pave Riley, and drummerMike Morrissey; ;i (
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The Good North faces right direction
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Look for:

e

User name:

B

Password:

Or sign up for a Daily Sun
user account.

REVIEW

The Good North
An Explanation

Test Spin: The Good North (Primary Voltage)
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